Dear Webster Public School Families,
The team of School Nurses at Webster Public Schools hopes this finds you and your family having a healthy and
safe summer despite the upheaval caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. We are reaching out to let you know that we
are working closely with the administration and the comprehensive team of educators and support staff as we plan
for school reopening in the fall. As you may imagine, this is no small task and information changes rapidly. As a
coordinated team, we are all working diligently to ensure that a return to our school buildings will be as safe as
possible for our students, staff and families.
The Commissioner of Education has issued the Initial Fall School Reopening Guidance as well as the Protocols for
responding to COVID-19 scenarios in school, on the bus, or in community settings. The team at WPS will be
planning and preparing our schools to meet all guidelines as they apply to our individual schools and make
contingency plans should the situation in Massachusetts change. More information will be forthcoming.
We understand that this school year will look different than years past and we want to work together to provide a
safe, sustainable, and nurturing place for our students to return to. Please consider taking some time this summer to
begin having conversations with your child about what returning to school might look like in the fall. Please use the
attached flyer with 10 Steps to Prepare to Return to school to guide conversations and help you and your child plan
to return to school.
Communication between our administration, teachers, school nurses, and your family will be of utmost importance
this school year. Please notify us of any changes to your student’s health, positive COVID-19 tests in your family,
and signs of general illness in your student, so we can do our best to keep our students and staff healthy and safe.
Please see the attached Exclusion Summary for WPS for a list of symptoms to watch for, and to familiarize yourself
with protocols surrounding illness and dismissal protocols at school. For any symptoms, if in doubt, STAY HOME!
Throughout the year, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to your school’s nurse.
Enjoy the rest of your summer, cherish your children and stay happy and healthy.
Stay Well!

Kathy Pepin, BSN, BSPH, M.Ed, RN

Bartlett HIgh School Nurse &
Webster Schools Nurse Leader

kpepin@webster-schools.org

Danielle Jalbert, RN, BSN, NCSN

Webster Middle School Nurse

djalbert@webster-schools.org

Sarah Phillips, RN, BSN, NCSN

Park Ave Elementary School Nurse

sphillips@webster-schools.org

Stefanie Poletta, RN

Webster Schools Float Nurse

spoletta@webster-schools.org
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10 Steps to Prepare
to Return to School
Sources: www.CDC.gov/coronavirus
www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-information

1. Practice Hand Hygiene often

6. Update Immunizations &

2. Practice Putting Mask On &

7. Change Aerosolized Medication.

3. Practice 6 feet of Distance.

8. Verify/Update Emergency

4. Purchase a Thermometer.

9. Stay Informed. Educate yourself

5. Make/Purchase Extra Masks.

10. Stay positive. Together we

throughout the day. Teach children
to sing their ABCs or have them
count for at least 20 seconds,
ensuring they wash front, back &
in-between their ﬁngers.

O . Your child will be required to
wear a mask on the bus and while
in school. Teach them not to touch
the inside of their mask when
taking it o . Masks are
recommended for Grades PreK to 1.

Measure the distance on the ﬂoor.
Consider laying pieces of paper
down for a visual. This will help
children understand how to socially
distance.

Check your child’s temperature
every morning. If 100 degrees or
higher, they must stay home until
fever free (without the use of
Tylenol/Motrin). If they develop a
fever at school, they will be required
to remain out of school for 3 days.

When possible, masks should only
be used one day and then washed.
Consider making or buying multiple
masks to give you proper time to
wash them between use.

Physical with the School Nurse.
Contact your pediatrician for an
appointment if your child is due for
one. Vaccinating against
preventable diseases is important to
reduce the overall burden of disease
in school communities. Your school
nurse will notify you if your child is
missing immunizations.

Nebulizers cannot be administered
in school. Inhalers will be allowed
but only if used with a spacer. Speak
with your child’s pediatrician to
obtain the proper equipment & to
update the Asthma Action Plan.

Contacts. If your child presents with
COVID-like symptoms, they will be
placed in an isolation room and will
need to be picked up immediately.
Please ensure a contact can be
reached at any given time.

from reliable sources such as the
CDC, Massachusetts Department of
Public Health, and the Webster
Public Schools websites.
www.webster-schools.org
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
www.ma.gov/covid19

can, and we will, get through this!
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